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The holiday is about so much more than just bunnies and eggs! The God who 

created this universe sent His Son to die on a cross in order to save us from our 

sins and give us eternal life. The following story, told from an English Standard 

Version bible, will give you a picture of the final days of Jesus’ life. It will also 

give you reason to rejoice as you read about His glorious resurrection and de-

light in the fact that He is alive!   HE IS RISEN…HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

The Last Supper 

And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told 

them, and they prepared the Passover. And when it was evening, he came with 

the twelve. (Mark 14:16-17)     And as they were eating, he took bread, and af-

ter blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, "Take; this is my body." 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they 

all drank of it. And he said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God." (Mark 14:22-25) 

Jesus is Crucified 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, 

and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and 

put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on 

his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked 

him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they spit on him and took the reed 

and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him 

of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

(Matthew 27:27-31)   And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of 

Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry 

it behind Jesus. And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of 

women who were mourning and lamenting for him. (Luke 23:26-27). 
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And when they came to the 

place that is called The Skull, 

there they crucified him, and 

the criminals, one on his right 

and one on his left. And Jesus 

said, "Father, forgive them, for 

they know not what they do." 

And they cast lots to divide his 

garments. (Luke 23:33-34) 

When the soldiers had crucified 

Jesus, they took his garments 

and divided them into four 

parts, one part for each soldier; 

also his tunic. But the tunic was 

seamless, woven in one piece 

from top to bottom, so they 

said to one another, "Let us not 

tear it, but cast lots for it to see 

whose it shall be." This was to 

fulfill the Scripture which says, 

"They divided my garments 

among them, and for my cloth-

ing they cast lots." So the sol-

diers did these things, (John 

19:23-24) 

 

Jesus Dies and Is Buried 

It was now about the sixth 

hour, and there was darkness 

over the whole land until the 

ninth hour, while the sun's light 

failed. And the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two. Then Je-

sus, calling out with a loud voice, 

said, "Father, into your hands I 

commit my spirit!" And having 

said this he breathed his last. 

Now when the centurion saw 

what had taken place, he praised 

God, saying, "Certainly this man 

was innocent!" (Luke 23:44-47) 

When it was evening, there came 

a rich man from Arimathea, 

named Joseph, who also was a 

disciple of Jesus. He went to Pi-

late and asked for the body of 

Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to 

be given to him. And Joseph took 

the body and wrapped it in a 

clean linen shroud and laid it in 

his own new tomb, which he had 

cut in the rock. And he rolled a 

great stone to the entrance of 

the tomb and went away. 

(Matthew 27:57-60) 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the 

mother of Jesus saw where he 

was laid. (Mark 15:47) 

Jesus is Risen! 

And very early on the first day of 

2 

the week, when the sun had 

risen, they went to the tomb. 

And they were saying to one an-

other, "Who will roll away the 

stone for us from the entrance 

of the tomb?" And looking up, 

they saw that the stone had 

been rolled back--it was very 

large. And entering the tomb, 

they saw a young man sitting on 

the right side, dressed in a white 

robe, and they were alarmed. 

And he said to them, "Do not be 

alarmed. You seek Jesus of Naz-

areth, who was crucified. He has 

risen; he is not here. See the 

place where they laid him. But 

go, tell his disciples and Peter 

that he is going before you to 

Galilee. There you will see him, 

just as he told you." (Mark 16:2-

7) 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he 

had spoken to them, was taken 

up into heaven and sat down at 

the right hand of God. And they 

went out and preached every-

where, while the Lord worked 

with them and confirmed the 

message by accompanying 

signs. (Mark 16:19-20) 
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Have you made good use of your USA Student Journal & Planner? 
 

We sure hope so!   

USA created the Student Journal & Planner just for you!   

 

 At this time in your international experience, things have become much 

more comfortable and natural for you.  Now is a great time to take a look back 

through your USA Journal (pages i-xxxii).  Take a look at the goals that you 

set for yourself when you first came to the U.S.  Have you met those goals?  

Have your goals changed?  What have you learned?  Have you made a positive 

impact in the lives of your host family and friends? 

 For each week that you’ve spent in the U.S., USA has provided a Service 

Project (SP) for you to complete in order to help you remain engaged in the 

cultural learning experience.  How many SPs did you complete?  Well, it’s not 

too late!  Take a look at the SPs in your journal, and put them into practice. 

Remember, make your “dash” count!!! 
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 Unlike most of the other non-foolish holi-

days, the history of April Fool's Day, sometimes 

called All Fool's Day, is not totally clear. There 

really wasn't a "first April Fool's Day" that can be 

pinpointed on the calendar.  

Some believe it sort of evolved simultaneously in 

several cultures at the same time, from celebra-

tions involving the first day of spring. 

 The closest point in time that can be identi-

fied as the beginning of this tradition was in 1582, 

in France. Prior to that year, the new year was 

celebrated for eight days, beginning on March 25. 

The celebration culminated on April 1. With the 

reform of the calendar under Charles IX, the Gre-

gorian Calendar was introduced, and New Year's 

Day was moved to January 1. 

 However, communications being what they 

were in the days when news traveled by foot, many 

people did not receive the news for several years. 

Others, the more obstinate crowd, refused to ac-

cept the new calendar and continued to celebrate 

the new year on April 1. These backward folk were 

labeled as "fools" by the general populace. They 

were subject to some ridicule, and were often sent 

on "fools errands" or were made the butt of other 

practical jokes. 

 This harassment evolved, over time, into a 

tradition of prank-playing on the first day of April. 

The tradition eventually spread to England and 

Scotland in the eighteenth century. It was later 

introduced to the American colonies of both the 

English and French. April Fool's Day thus devel-

oped into an international fun fest, so to speak, 

with different nationalities specializing in their 

own brand of humor at the expense of their 

friends and families. 

 In Scotland, for example, April Fool's Day 

is actually celebrated for two days. The second 

day is devoted to pranks involving the posterior 

region of the body. It is called Taily Day. The ori-

gin of the "kick me" sign can be traced to this ob-

servance. 

 Mexico's counterpart of April Fool's Day is 

actually observed on December 28. Originally, the 

day was a sad remembrance of the slaughter of 

the innocent children by King Herod. It eventually 

evolved into a lighter commemoration involving 

pranks and trickery. 

 Pranks performed on April Fool's Day range 

from the simple, (such as saying, "Your shoe's un-

tied!), to the elaborate. Setting a roommate's 

alarm clock back an hour is a common gag. What-

ever the prank, the trickster usually ends it by 

yelling to his victim, "April Fool!" 

 Practical jokes are a common practice on 

April Fool's Day. Sometimes, elaborate practical 

jokes are played on friends or relatives that last 

the entire day. The news media even gets involved. 

For instance, a British short film once shown on 

April Fool's Day was a fairly detailed documentary 

about "spaghetti farmers" and how they harvest 

their crop from the spaghetti trees. 

 April Fool's Day is a "for-fun-only" obser-

vance. Nobody is expected to buy gifts or to take 

their "significant other" out to eat in a fancy res-

taurant. Nobody gets off work or school.  

 It's simply a fun little holiday, but a holiday 

on which one must remain forever vigilant, for he 

may be the next April Fool! 

April Fool’s Day 


